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Tollycraft 27-footer combines generous flare, ample freeboard, and modified deep-V hull to produce soft, dry ride.
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Boating 1est NO. 149

THE

TOLLYCRAFT 27
EXPRESSCRUISER

BY LARRY KEAN AND JACK SMITH

West Coast fiberglass cruiser
utilizes “space-age” construction to
achieve stiff, lightweight hull.

From a distance, as we walked toward the pier at
Zuber’s Seacoast Basin in Brielle, N.J., our main
impression of the 27’ fiberglass Tollycraft was that
her hardiop appeared to be supported by glass;
otherwise she looked like an average stock express
cruiser. She isn’t—but you have to step aboard before
you begin to notice the “little” things that make
the big differences in this boat.

The Tollycraft has been designed and built with
considerable attention to detail—obviously by people
with extensive on-the-water experience—and the
result is a craft that provides a full measure of
accommodation and comfort in 27 feet, has superior
stability and handling characteristics, and makes
general maintenance a relative pleasure.

It’s somewhat unusual when a dealer’s first move
is to lift hatches and invite you to poke your head
into the bilges and under the decks, but that’s ex-
actly what occurred as we swung our legs over the
rail. Bob Prull, President of Maple Leaf Yacht Sales,
and his assistant, Tom Dropchinski, just weren’t
geared to sell a glossy exterior and hope the work
beneath would never be seen; they were proud of
the way the Tollycraft was built, and eager to ex-
pose her subsurface virtues.

We won’t begin to guess how many first-time
buyers might be sold by being led straight to the
bilges, but it certainly has meaning for the experi-
enced boatman. He knows that most troubles in stock
boats happen in places difficult or impossible to reach
without tearing structures apart—and most happen
because the hidden work and materials are inferior
in the first place. The Tollycraft builders have
taken pains to avoid that frustrating fault.

Two of .the six hatches in the cockpit sole were
out when our feet hit the textured surface, and we
were immediately impressed. Molded in the form of
shallow, inverted trays with insulated undersides,
the hatches are designed to rest flush in scuppered
channels molded into the cockpit sole. And the
scupper system is unique: Water entering around
the hatch rim runs to a single hole in the channel
and drains through a plastic hose to a fiberglass box

SPECIFICATIONS
Dimensions:
Length overall . . . .. 27’ 6%"  Freeboard forward....4'9"
Waterline length . .23" 10%” = Freeboard aft........ 3’8"
Beam: i 7. oo 10’ 7"  Bridge clearance®. . . .. 83"
Draft’ i 2’0"  Cabin headroom. . .... 6’2"

*Waterline to top of pilothouse
Displacement: 6500 lbs.

Accommodations: Sleeps four—two in forward V-berths
and two in convertible dinette. Galley area with stove, sink,
and ice chest. Enclosed head with lavatory and w/c.

Standard Equipment: International Rule navigation lights;
electric horn; four life preservers; two dry chemical extin-
guishers; molded fiberglass vent ducts; bilge blower; PAR
electric bilge pump; 13 Ib Perko anchor and chocks; 100
nylon anchor line; two 25’ nylon docking lines; 3" Ritchie
compass; s.s. bow rail, grab rails, and taffrail; chrome-over-
bronze deck hardware includes stemhead chock with roller,
two 6” bow chocks, 10” mooring cleat, two 7” breast cleats,
two 8” quarter cleats, and chain pipe; 1624” x 19}5" trans-
lucent foredeck hatch; aluminum-framed ventilating wind-
shield and sliding side windows; two electric windshield
wipers; fixed forward window and aluminum-framed, screened,
sliding windows in cabin; front-opening Marvel ice chest; s.s.
sink; pressure water system; three-burner Magic Chef pro-
pane range with oven; 5% b propane tank; Raritan manual
marine w/c; molded fiberglass lavatory with single faucet;
32 gal s.s. fresh water tank; instrument panel with Morse
single lever controls, twin tachometers, fuel gauges, am-
meters, engine temperature gauges, oil temperature gauges,
and ignition switches; 12 v electrical system with 11 cir-
cuits; glass fuses; bonded grounding system; 12 v battery;
110 v shore power connection; vaporproof battery switch;
two 50 gal galvanized fuel tanks; shipping cradle.

Construction: One piece hull of hand lay-up, vacuum
molded fiberglass. Nine-ply bottom, average thickness 1 7/32"
(one layer of 2 oz mat, 1 of 9% oz cloth, 1 of 13 oz roving,
1 of 18 oz roving, 1 of 10 oz cloth, 1” thick, 21b density foam,
1 of 10 oz cloth, and 2 of 18 oz roving). Seven-ply topsides,
average thickness 1 5/32” (one layer of 2 oz mat, 1 of 13 oz
roving, 1 of 18 oz roving, 1 of 10 oz cloth, 1” thick, 2 b
density foam, 1 of 10 oz cloth, 1 of 18 oz roving). Highly
stresced areas reinforced with additional mat and/or roving.
Bottom stiffened with molded fiberglass hat-section longi-
tudinals. Composite deck of fiberglass and plywood (one layer
of 9 oz cloth, 3" marine grade plywood set in 3/16"—}4" of
chopped strand spray, and 225" x 116" deck beams).

Propulsion and Performance: See page 83.

Price: With above equipment and propulsion listed on page
83, $13,950 roB Kelso, Wash. Test boat with propulsion
listed on page 83, $15,950. FoB Kelso, Wash.

Designer: Hull—Edwin Monk. Profile and interior—R.M. Tol-
lefson.

Builder: Tollycraft Corp. Kelso, Wash. 98626.
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The Tollycraft 27-footer's distinctive styling and large glass areas contribute greatly to her big boat appearance.

27" TOLLYCRAFT

continued

inside the transom, and the box drains overboard.
Three of the hatches in the cockpit are forward,
side-by-side over the engines, separated only by
the supporting channels, and each measures 2514 x
41”. Access to the machinery is excellent when all
are out. The three other hatches are aft—one cen-
tered, one to port, one to starboard. The center
hatch, 24” square, gives clear access to the stern in-
stallations: two large, stainless steel mufflers; the
rudder stuffing boxes and tiller linkages; the drain-
age box: the 32 gal rectangular stainless steel water
tank, which sits on a raised platform athwartships
and is vented overboard; and two inboard terminals
of a 36 sq in zinc plate, which is centered outboard
below the waterline on the transom. The entire
electrical system, engines, and gas tanks are ground-
ed to this sacrificial zinc; a superb installation.
Raising the port and starboard hatches reveals

two more interesting features: Each hatch gives ac-
cess to a well, 16” x 24" and 16” deep, and each well
is molded integrally with the cockpit sole, with a
drain hole centered in the bottom and a hose lead-
ing to the overhoard drain. The starboard well is
insulated with foam, and can serve as an extra ice-
box or a fish well. The port well holds a 5% Ib
propane tank for the galley range.

Make no mistake, though propane is popular as a
cooking fuel, it is highly explosive, and, being heavier
than air, it will collect in the bilges if a leak in the
system should make that possible. But the well in the
Tollycraft eliminates much of that danger; any gas
that might leak at the tank fittings would end up
overboard. The only other possibility for leakage
would be in the copper fuel line leading to the range,
and that is easy to examine regularly.

The two batteries are mounted separately, one
outboard of each engine transmission. Close-fitting
plywood boxes half the battery height are bonded to
the hull bottom to hold them, and each battery has a
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Accommodation plan for 27" Tollycraft cruiser.
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Uncluttered foredeck has first-rate
non-skid surface. Note translucent hatch cover.

Fiberglass helmsman’s console tilts
aft for easy access to wiring and controls.
Opened fuse panel is seen below wheel.

Compact 5 galley is complete
with gas range and oven, pressure water
system, and 3.3 cu ft ice chest.

Neat, color-coded wiring highlights the
readily accessible 12 v fuse panel.

Excellent accessibility is afforded by large, scuppered
hatches (Center right). Convertible dinette (above)
and forward V-berths offer accommodation for four.

OCTOBER, 1967 81



27' TOLLYCRAFT

continued

thin vinyl plastic cover. Though the batteries lack
hold-down straps, the snug fit makes the boxes
good retainers. As for the covers, they’re relatively
shallow, but they do lack vent holes.

Gas tanks, 50 gals each, are mounted port and
starboard, aft of the batteries. They’re galvanized
steel, basically rectangular, with the outboard sides
shaped to the hull. Each is properly vented on the
hull side, and has a fill pipe on the adjacent side
deck, where any overflow will run overboard.

The cockpit is roomy, measuring 8 x 10’. It is
23" deep to the deck line, where a stainless steel
rail rises 7”7 to make the effective depth 30”. From
the sole, we stretched the tape 6' 2”7 to the per-
forated vinyl on the underside of the hardtop—and
noted a handy dome light on the port side. Light
but sturdy extruded aluminum alloy supports the
hardtop.

Side windows slide for ventilation. The forward
windows, however, differ from the conventional in
a manner that we highly approve. They’re fixed,
with separate, narrow ventilating panels across
the bottom. Equipped with stainless steel hardware,
the panels are easily opened to any degree, and
permit an excellent flow of air which is directed
by an upward curve of the cabin roof outside, just
below the framing. The air doesn’t blow your head
off or whip things around.

The instrument console is a model of func-

tionalism. Molded into the forward top is a well in
which the 3” Ritchie compass is installed. Just
aft, on sloping faces, are the gauges and switches.

The test boat had vinyl-coated fabric drop cur-
tains to enclose the cockpit under the hardtop.
Vertical nylon zippers join together five panels,
of which three stretch across the back and one up
each side to the window. They can be rolled up and
secured by straps, or removed completely from an
aluminum track on the underside of the hardtop.
An alternate choice, at no extra cost, is a camper
back to enclose the entire cockpit, with full head-
room back to the transom. This is accomplished
with the aid of an inverted U-shaped frame in-
stalled on sliding tracks on the side decks. In use,
the frame is erect at the transom; stowed, it slides
forward at the base points and the top rests across
the transom. It’s a good setup for rainy days or for
accommodating extra people in the cockpit.

Two carpeted steps lead down to the cabin,
which is roomy and brightly illuminated through
front and side windows and a translucent fiber-
glass panel in the forward hatch. The layout is
conventional—but again, there are distinctive
touches. A rotary-cut Bruynzeel mahogany plywood
is used for all the wood paneling. With swirling
grains and a honey tone, it’s attractive indeed.
Blue-green nylon carpeting covers the sole, and
turquoise curtains of coarse linen have nylon
slides fitted into aluminum tracks. Gold-colored
nylon carpeting lines the sides of the bow, and the
galley counter and table top are a complimentary

THREE
OF A

KIND

Designed with family boating in mind and now
available in three 26’ models, the popular
SLEEPER, the smart CRUISETTE with either hard

or soft top and the ALL NEW FOR 1968 EX-

PRESS CRUISER . . . and at prices you can afford.

They're safe, comfortable and seaworthy — han-
dle fast and responsive, hand-buiit with all the

famous Lyman quality in materials and fine work-

manship. We'll be happy to send you literature on
these and all the Lyman line from 16’ to 29'6” and
the name of your nearest dealer.

BOAT WORKS

1627 FIRST STREET . SANDUSKY, OHIO 44870

26 CRUISETTE HARDTOP
e 5 S e
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yvellow plastic laminate. Berth and dinette cushions
are blue-green, in a subtle checkered pattern. Over-
head, perforated white vinyl adds to the brightness.

Starting at the bow, a 12” x 14” hinged plywood
door opens to the rope locker. V-berths in the bow
extend partly into the main cabin, where they ter-
minate at partial bulkheads. Full headroom over
the after third of the 6" 2” berths makes it easy to
get into them. For sleeping, an upholstered insert
goes between the berths, making them full-width.
The entire space under each berth is closed off for
stowage, with access through a sliding door. Over-
head, the 1614” x 191%” fiberglass hatch gives good
access to the forward deck.

The efficient galley unit includes a Magic Chef
three-burner prepane stove with oven; a 12”7 x 14”
x 7" stainless steel sink; the 3.3 cu ft Marvel icebox
(converted to a refrigerator); a deep undersink
locker with one slideout shelf; and a big locker
under the oven for pots and pans.

Over the stove, a hinged cover with a stainless
steel lining serves as part of the countertop when
lowered and as a heat deflector when raised. A
utensil stowage cabinet outboard runs the full length
of the galley counter. It has decorative sliding doors
of plastic, and a wide shelf on top which is fitted

Propulsion:

Standard power: 210 hp Chrysler V-8 gasoline engine with
318 cu in piston displacement; 3.91” bore x 3.31" stroke;
1.5:1 gear ratio; 16” x 15" three-bladed propeller.

Optional powcr: Twin 210 hp Chrysler V-8 gasoline engines
with 318 cu in piston displacement; 3.91” bore x 3.31" stroke;
1.5:1 gear ratio; 14” x 11" three-bladed propellers.

Test boat equipped with twin 210 hp Chryslers.

Performance Curve*
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1500 8.36 5.50 1.52 4°
2000 16.27 9.20 1% 52
2500 22.93 13.70 1.67 6°
3000 28.57 1825 1.56 52
3500 33.33 24.50 1.36 4°
4000 35.47 31.05 1.14 32

*Speed based on clocked times over measured statute mile,
with two persons on board and 90 gals fuel. Fuel consumption
measured by Brooks Instrument flowmeter. Engine rpm deter-
mined with Merc-O-Tronic tachometer.
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"~ RENT A YACHT

Cruise where you wish, you operate it, live aboard!

Our new 1967 fleet of Chris-Crafts are ready for you.
Cruisers sleep 4, 6 or 8. Also Runabouts.

$175, 295, 395, 525, 895 per week fully equipped and insured.

Instruction given, when requested, at the beginning of your rental.

-MARION YACHT RENTALS, INC.

For Florida cruising year round: For Chesapeake cruising in
1861 S.E. 17th St., Fi. Lauderdale, Fla. R. D. #2, Chestertown, Md.
(305) 525-4600 (301) 778-1580

To get the details, write or phone for Brochure B’

CIRCLE NO. 27 ON READER SERVICE PAGE
Crewmen who never sleep?

yes ... Lovett Bilge Pumps

Use automatic Lovett
Pumps and you know
their dependable
operation is proven by
many thousands of
installations for more
than a decade.

/ made in
SOMERS POINT, N.J.
08244

CIRCLE NO. 23 ON READER SERVICE PAGE

BY LAND

or

BY SEA

«...in Fort Lauderdale, it's the new

BAHIA MAR MOTOR INN
heart of the

BAHIA MAR YACHTING CENTER

finest location in the southeast
for brochure and rates, motor inn or
marina, phone (305) 525-4221 or

write Bahia Mar Yachting Center, on

13!}:3’%:ean at Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,

CIRCLE NO. 13 ON READER SERVICE PAGE
SRR [ (S WA SNOTE, URO) DRSS Sy eE (I Sma BReT

I-Mail this coupon for FREE Catalog

l of accessories for boats and boatmen

To: THE CROW’S-NEST, INC.

P.O. Box 2626,
New York, N.Y. 10001 Dept. P-1067

Please send me your colorful Free catalog. 128 pages
I of gifts, gear and gadgets for boats and boatmen. I

I NAME

I ADDRESS

I cITY STATE ZIP.
e e SN R N S BRSNS M B
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YSection'b
tails: A—Heavy outer fiberglass skin; B—Fiberglass
web; C—1" thick foam core; D—Inner fiberglass layer.

27" TOLLYCRAFT

continued

with a sea rail. Over the icebox, a sliding bread-
board pulls out. A rack for six glasses hangs on the
forward side of the head. The overall dimensions
of the plastic laminate countertop are 201%” x 5814”
and it has a sea rail at the forward edge. A well-
planned touch in front of the galley is a foot-wide
strip of vinyl tile to help prevent stains on the
carpeting.

Both sinks (galley and head) are fed by a
pressure water system—with a filter in the fresh
water line!

In the head, which is wallpapered with ship-
design vinyl and has a vinyl floor covering, the
width is 3514” and the fore-and-aft length is 3414".
Items include a Raritan head, dome light, mirror,
towel rod, paper rack, and cup rack. The fiber-
glass vanity top has a molded-in 1114” dia sink, 7"
deep. Below, a cabinet with a sliding door has one
shelf, and the water pressure pump is mounted to
one side. The bronze shut-off valve for the head
intake is located in the bottom.

The dinette to starboard is 6’ 2” long and has a
3’ mean width. The cushions, as elsewhere, are 4”
thick. This unit converts to a double berth in a
somewhat different manner: The 34” x 36” table,
hinged against a mahogany rack for eight glasses
below the window, is raised up to the overhead
with its leg folded back and secured by a web strap;
the seats then slide toward the center, where short
legs\ support them, and the backs drop down to
complete the berths. It’s simple and efficient.

We noted only one thing that may or may not
be an inconvenience at night: The raised table tends
to block off the dome light over the dinette. If the
licht were a little closer to the centerline of the
boat, this wouldn’t happen.

The dinette is surrounded by ample stowage
space. There are five drawers below, three under the
forward seat and two under the sole. They’re plastic
with 34" plywood fronts, and are of generous pro-
portions. Under the after seat, a big deep locker
provides stowage for bedding. It has a hinged door

84

o ycraftsPli-cor hull shows construction de-

at the front and a cutout aft on the side gives access
to the back. Forward of the dinette, a full length
hanging locker with hinged door has a shelf on top
that is fitted with sea rails.

Out on the decks, footing is good because of the
textured surface which is molded in. Stainless
steel grab rails on the sides and cabin top aid in
access to the bow, though the side rails tend to be a
little low. All hardware that takes any load is through-
bolted, with 14" plywood backup blocks.

The sea was like glass for our test runs. We re-
gretted it, because the boat felt good and we would

" have liked to have tried her in a slop. Though the

LARRY KEAN

hull is relatively light in weight, she felt extremely
solid—undoubtedly because of the rigid, foam-core
construction which Tollycraft calls Pli-cor. This also
had the effect of dampening sound, and there was
minimum transmission of vibration.

The best test we could give her was repeated runs
through the wake of the camera boat, while Stan
Rosenfeld clicked away. She handled well through-
out—and banked into turns like an aircraft. A num-
ber of times the camera boat was obscured by the
hardtop as we circled her, but this would be true
in just about any hardtopped boat circling an object
at high speed. She cut through the wakes well, ex-
hibited good stability, and there was every indica-
tion that in a seaway she would be fairly dry, with-
out excessive pounding.

Along about 1932, a young fellow in Kelso, Wash.
decided to build himself a speedboat . . . and be-
cause he was a skilled cabinetmaker with an in-
timate knowledge of wood and woodworking, his
16-footer reflectedYhis skills. As with the usual
stereotyped success story, people saw the boat, were
impressed, and demanded copies. But the young
fellow, R. M. (Tolly) Tollefson, played it cool and
it wasn’t until 1952 that he converted his sash and
door plant to full-time boat production.

Today the Tollycraft: Corp. occupies about
140,000 sq ft of production space in Kelso, employs

o o e

Unique assembly system permits easy access to interior
during construction. Bulkheads are later bonded to hull.

BOATING



140 or more people, buiid: pleasure craft up to 50,
and has dealers on both coasts.

As we approached the plant a large sign caught
our eye . . . “Visitors Welcome—Tour The Plant.”
Now this open-house attitude is common in many
industries, but quite rare in the boating field.

Once inside the plant it was obvious that they
had something to be proud of. Under the guiding
wing of Tolly we spent a good two hours on a pre-
liminary inspection. As it finally worked out we
spent about a day and a half in the plant. We were
particularly impressed with the plant housekeep-
ing. sweepers were manning their brooms in every
department.

Tollyeraft’s fiberglass construction method was
the major item on our agenda . . . we were anxious
to find cut all about their Pli-cor system. We found
the mold for the 27-footer with six or seven people
laying-up the outer skin, a combination of mat.
cloth and woven roving. With this step completed
the Pli-cor was fitted in place. Pli-cor consists of 2
Ib density feam mandrels (2” x 1”7 on the bottom
and 3”7 x 1”7 on the topsides) wrapped in 10 oz
fiberglass cloth and stitched together along one edge
(see photograph on page 81). The material is
placed in positicn and covered with 18 oz roving.

Now comes the interesting part . . . the hull mold
is draped with a plastic sheet and 29 inches of
vacuum are pulled. This forces the Pli-cor into in-
timate contact with the outer skin, resin is forced
into the layers of 10 oz cloth between the foam
mandrels, and excess resin is forced out of the
lay-up, With the vacuum still working, the mold is
rolled into a curing oven where it spends 45
minutes at 95° and an hour at 130°.

Cooking completed, the mold is removed from the
oven and the hull popped out. The heat cure insures
that the hull is fully cured—mo days or hours of
waiting for a “green” hull to stiffen up.

Tollycraft claims several advantages for their
technique—lighter weight, stiffer hull, sound and
shock insulation, and of course some flotation ad-
vantages. Unfortunately, the volume of foam in the
27-footer is not quite enough to float a loaded hull.

We certainly agree that the method produces a
very stiff, rugged hull as the Pli-cor in effect pro-
duces an “1” beam structure with the closely spaced
webs running in a fore-and-aft direction.

The Tollycraft plant is full of little surprises. The
boat’s internal structure, bulkheads, berths, head,
and galley are assembled on the floor and attached
to the deck and lowered into the hull (see photo-
eraph on page 84). This is a complete reversal of
standard practice and has one obvious advantage
. . . the owner will never take delivery on a Tolly-
craft that has bilges full of pump-clogging sawdust.

Frankly, we found the Tollycraft an eye-opener—
and it’s always a pleasure to see a manufacturer
doing so many things right.

Considering the overall design, the construction,
and the care taken in selecting and mounting the
necessary accessory equipment, this boat stacks up
as one that offers the buyer excellent value—and the
accessibility of equipment when it finally becomes
necessary to repair or replace parts is a hidden bonus
that will continue to pay dividends.

OCTOBER. 1967

HOUSEBOAT CENTER of the SOUTH

“wmr >wn

Make your vacation a Great Adventure!
You be the Captain!

Rent your own houseboat by the week or month. Enjoy
cruising, fishing and exploring on one of our new Nauta-
Line, Sea Going, or Kenner houseboats.

Cruise the waters of the Florida Keys, Biscayne Bay and
the Inland Waterway—or the beautiiul rivers and lakes
of the Tennessee Valley. Our comfortable houseboats are
all 32 feet or longer with accommodations for 6.

Call and reserve your houseboat NOW for an adventuresome
vacation—summer or winter. SEEEE

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
Rental fees will be applied toward the purchase price
if you decide to buy one of these fine houseboats.
Our own truck fleet delivers anywhere in the U.S. §

BAYSHORE HOUSEBOAT CENTER
of the SOUTH

2560 South Bayshore Drive
Coconut Grove (Miami), Florida
AC 305/445-5441

Robert H. Biankenship, Owner

CIRCLE NO. 14 ON READER SERVICE PAGE

Westlawn School of Yacht Design
Home Study Course—37th Year
Most Yacht Designers are Westlawn-Trained
Free Booklet—Dept. 4 Montville, New Jersey 07045

Approved by the N. J. Commissioner of Education
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COOPERATE WITH THE
ZIP CODE PROGRAM OF
THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT
USE ZIP CODE IN ALL ADDRESSES
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Ship
Models

Putting “together a Model Ship is
an absorbing hobby — and your fin-
ished model endows a room with a
charm that nothing else quite dupli-
cates.

In our new 112 page catalog the
Clipper Ships ‘Great Republic,”
“Cutty Sark” and a host of other
historic Sailing Ships are shown. All
are available in kit form, and some
as finished models. Our' fully illus-

. $9141 ih % "
trated catalog also shows over 100 f‘bz”?z%,‘,&l{"g:g’gli’;'i”If‘“ﬁﬁf ['a,zl_led

pictures of Ships and Sea, and many o0 bull, sewn sails, all firtings and
unusual Nautical Gift Items. Price mounting board. Complete $19.95, plus

25¢. Send check or M.O. to 75¢ shipping.

PR E S I ON ,S 121 Main Street Wharf,
Greenport, Long Island, N. Y.

SATISFACTION OR MONEY REFUNDED
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